“I don't limit the time students have to do the
program. The school we have hera i f the

“First thing we do when prospective
tudent: inis i tryout.

most comprehensive. We teach technique and
ring psychology. We teach students all the
moves, from the basics to the high-flying stuff.
These days the arm bars, eye-gouging, and
back-rakes just don't work. | myself like the
technical stuff. The Rob Van Dam-Jerry Lynn
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I'm amazed at the number of people who
come in here after years of lying on
couches, stuffing thair faces, and think
they can do this. Now, I'm not making fun
of people. | mean, I'm a large man. But
when | gat new guys in here and have

kind of matches. Fans like a few
think, so we teach everything.”

Bottom line: You learn not only how to
wrestl classically—you learn how 1o wrestle
theatrically.

“We toach svorything. Lock-ups. Missile drop-
kicks. Hurancanranas. You name it. We run Mon-
day andTuesday from 4 to 7 pu. Wednesday we
harve ourTV taping Thursday and Friday again 4
ta 7. On Saturdays we go from 10amto 2PM.
Then on Saturday night we have our show.The
ring we train in is also the ring we use for our
‘shows. There's another ring we use for road-
shows. Like next week, we're going out and doing
a show ata bar. Through the summer we do a lot
of fairs and carnivals. We do fundraisers, too."

Students are generally from the Midwest, but
Jasan is happy to take on anyone from any-
where provided they want to move to Indiana
for a while.

Not that just anyone can go to Extreme
Wrestling Federation School.
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them or
do push-ups of sit-ups—and they can't
even keep up with me ... sheash|™

So it helps not only to be prepared for
pain—but to be in shape.

“Still, I'm not going to turn away some-
one with a dream. And althaugh it helps
to have great cardio—let's face it, some
of us don't— some wrestlers just have
great gimmicks. So if you come in here
with a good work ethic and want to do it
and ot give up—then | think you've got
something from the very beginning. |
don't want to make somecne’s dream not
‘come true just because they need some
help aleng the way.

“I don'turn anyone avway because of

their shape or size. Now if you don't have any
athletic ability—well, that’s a problem. But hey—
would you like to be a manager? There's all kinds
of things you can do in the business. Right now,
for instance, I've got a female manager and afew
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Rampage | 99

male managers.”

Sound good? You bet! Not only that, it's not
too expensive, either. The going rate is $1,600
for wrestler training, and $1,000 for manager
training. You can find out more about the EWF
school by tuning into theirWeb site of by writ-
ing, or even calling, Jason.

When | checked out the Web site, EWF was
hosting the Blue Meanie and Jasmine St. Clair
atan upcoming show—and Jerry “The King"
Lawler and his wife (better known asThe Kat)
were discussing a visitto the Indiana ring.

Jason Maples is a congenial, laid-back guy
who saems not only to have the wrestling
school goods—but also an independent pro-
mation that appeals to families as well as
WWF viewers. Jason isn't happy with the
crude and racy paraphernalia of RAW—and
don't Iook for too many badasses at EWF
shows. It's babylaces vs. heels, the eternal
conflict of Good vs. Evil, that makes this
wrestling world go 'round.

Want 1o be a wrestler? The EWF sounds like
agood place to start. Just don't eat too much
popcorn and Jelly Bellies between matches.

And save the balcony for me.

Extreme Wrestling Federation School
617W. Spancer Ave., Marion, IN 46952
(765) 682-1457

wennawiprowrestling. bizland.com



